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DEATH OF DISTINGUISHED SURGEON.
It is with regret that the Journal records

the passing of one of the best-known surgeons
of this country. The sudden death from heart
trouble of Dr. John B. Murphy of Chicago, at
the age of 58, takes from American medicine
the services of one of its leaders. Dr. Murphy
was born in Appleton, Wisconsin. He grad-
uated from Rush Medical College in 1879, and
as Professor of Surgery in Northwestern Uni-
versity, and Surgeon of the Mercy Hospital in
Chicago, he occupied an important position in
medical education in this country. He was a

general surgeon of ability and originality.
Among his contributions to surgery, the Mur-
phy button for intestinal anastomosis and the
importance of enteroclysis in infections of the
peritoneum are, perhaps, the most familiar.
His work with bones and joints is almost of
equal importance.
Dr. Murphy was president of the American

Medical Association in 1913, and the same year

was elected president of the Clinical Congress
of Surgeons of America.
He held the degree of LL.D. from Illinois, and

that of Doctor of Science from Sheffield, and
was a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons.
He was recently knighted by Pope Gregoiy for
his researches in surgery.
Last year he organized an American unit to

serve with the British Army in France. His
death closes the career of a really great surgeon.

MENTAL DEFICIENCY AND ITS REMEDY.

The present issue of the Journal contains a

group of papers, by well-known experts, on va-

rious aspects of mental hygiene. Perhaps the
most immediately practical of these is that with
which Dr. Goddard deals as "the menace of
mental deficiency from the standpoint of hered-
ity." The essence and importance of this men-

ace lie in the relatively rapid propagation of the
feeble-minded compared with other classes in
the community. Formerly, when all stocks were

equally prolific and the mentally deficient were
more exposed to eliminative accidents, natural
process served better to maintain a balance.
Now, as Dr. Goddard points out, the feeble-
minded are more protected by society from dis-
aster; and the steadily declining fertility of
superior stocks tends to destroy this advantage.
Optimists believe that the relation will yet right
itself ; but there seems, nevertheless, occasion for
very genuine and serious concern, unless addi-
tional measures are taken to correct the disturb-
ance of evolutionary process created by modern
protective measures, which favor the survival of
the unfit, and by modern practice which limits
artificially the number of fit who survive.
Broadly speaking, such corrective measures

may be of two kinds,—those which tend to re-

strain the inferior, and those which tend to in-
crease the superior, stocks. Doubtless both of
these should be applied. Dr. Goddard naturally
emphasizes the former, but he calls distinct at-
tention also to the latter, which, as the positive
side of the picture, perhaps deserves even more

iteration. One of the evils of so-called birth-
control, of which so much is heard, is that it
affects the wrong end of the scale. What is
needed is an awakening race consciousness, or
perhaps one would better say, human conscious-
ness, which shall realize the duty of suppressing
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